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Words & pictures 
by Dave Hurrell

1 Ford Transit is well equipped, car-like 
and sports a more powerful motor

2 Familiar Fiat, here sports 
a 100 horsepower motor

TRIBUTE 620

- Swift’s new product proved too good for the 
firm’s established (lower end) Sundance range, 
causing the company to move Sundance 
upmarket for 2010. Meanwhile, Tribute maker, 
Auto-Trail has also been busy. Always an 
upmarket producer of coachbuilt motorhomes, 
Auto-Trail had successfully launched the Excel 
range of mid-priced low profiles, and now the 
entry-level Tribute overcab coachbuilts. Tribute 
does not carry the Auto-Trail moniker, but is 
indeed, made in the firm’s north Lincolnshire 
factory. This is surprising because Auto-Trail is 
part of the mighty Trigano group of companies, 
and includes the similar Roller Team brand 
- a make that’s imported through Auto-Trail in 
Grimsby. I guess there’s currently an economic 
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Both this month’s camper 
contenders could be 
described as unremarkable 

and in many ways that’s true. 
Both are entry-level models with 
expected external appearance 
that’s very similar - both to each 

other and many of the type. Both also sport 
near-identical interior layouts that are, again, 
as common as they are classic.

The good news starts to emerge with these 
‘vans’ heritage: both come from respected 
British converters who have reacted positively 

to the current recession and the 
increasing price of imports. The 
Escape range was first on the scene 

New and nearly 
new entry-level 

models from 
great British 
makers offer 

classic layouts
to the current recession and the 
increasing price of imports. The 
Escape range was first on the scene 

■  OVERALL LENGTH: 6.24m (20ft 5.5in)

■ OVERALL WIDTH: 2.23m (7ft 4in)

LAYOUT PLAN
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■  OVERALL LENGTH: 6.30m (20ft 8in)

■ OVERALL WIDTH: 2.24m (7ft 4in)

LAYOUT PLAN

SWIFT ESCAPE 624

advantage to producing Tribute in the UK, but 
it’s very much a British motorhome, with more 
than a spoonful of Auto-Trail character and 
quality contained within. Swift’s Escape, too, is 
a cut above the foreign competition.

I was very lucky to get to view and test 
both ‘vans at the same location - West 
Country Motorhomes (just off the A419, north-
east of Swindon), and the firm’s helpful sales 

manger, Steve Cant, had the 
vehicles ready to ‘rock-and-roll’ 
on my arrival.

External looks create the 
impression that both motorhomes 
could have come off the same 
drawing board - these days the 

same computer - but with a few important 
differences. The first is the most important, 
as the Escape is powered by Fiat, the Tribute 
by Ford. Both ‘vans sport cheaper-to-build 
swoopy overcabs, bumper-matching plastic 
skirts and tinted windows. In spite of similar 
looks, there are significant differences in 
construction: Tribute has thicker, GRP clad 
walls, Escape uses aluminium to cover its 

panels. Two other differences that stand out 
externally are the Tribute’s higher quality 
caravan door, but lack of a foldout external 
step. The Escape sports a simple, solid door, 
but provides a (manually-operated) step. 
Climb aboard (a bit of a stretch in the Tribute) 
and you discover almost identical layouts, in 
motorhomes that are nearly identical (6.24 and 
6.30 metres) in length.

Offside Pullman dinettes mean that cab 
seats don’t turn, although a swivel for the cab 
passenger seat could be a useful addition, even 
though there’s not one listed on either options 
list. Opposite dinettes, long sofas stand ahead 
of cabinets that provide storage in the Escape, 
housing the fridge in the Tribute. Opposite, on the 
offside, are the wardrobes, with the washrooms in 
offside corners, kitchens across the rear.

Inside both ‘vans it’s only details that 
betray entry-level status, with the pull-
down blinds and rather low backrest to the 
rearward-facing dinette seats standing out. 
Fabrics, and particularly furniture, simply do 
not have a budget look - the Tribute’s cream-
faced, and Escape’s classy, silver-banded 
(with clever concealed latching system) 
lockers look superb. Escape’s furniture stood 
out from the crowd when the range was 
launched, and even as an entry-level product, 
the Tribute’s interior has more than a shovel-
full of Auto-Trail quality and character.

MOTIVE POWER         
Considering the similar nature of these two 
motorhomes, the base vehicles may well 
make, or break, any deal. Swift only builds 
motorcaravans on Fiats, so it’s no surprise 
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to find the ubiquitous Ducato: here it’s the 
standard (and cheaper) chassis cab with 
smallest - 100 horsepower - motor driving 
through a five-speed gearbox. Indeed, that’s 
all you’re gonna get if you buy this Escape, 
as there’s no other engine/gearbox option on 
offer. Up in the cab, you get remote central 
locking, driver’s airbag and electric windows 
(good), but manually operated mirrors 
(annoying, especially if two drive). 

There was also no stereo present in the 
test vehicle, but Swift has assured me that 
one is standard on current examples. Sadly, 
the Escape options list doesn’t include a 
passenger airbag or cab air-con - two things 
that are always very high on my cab kit wish 
list. No electric mirrors either - doh!

To the Tribute, and here Ford’s Transit 
supports, using a new low rear chassis that 
also provides a wide track rear axle. Under the 
Transit bonnet, the 2.2-litre engine shares the 
same heritage as the Fiat’s unit, but provides an 
extra 15 horsepower. A swift gander at the dash 
sees a six-speed gearbox (another new feature 
for this particular Transit), nice leather-rimmed 
steering wheel and driver’s airbag. The stereo’s 
good too, with steering column-mounted 
controls to boot. There’s more good news here, 
as the Driver’s Pack (£399) gets you those 
desired electric mirrors and a passenger airbag, 
among other kit. Sadly, cab air-con is also not 
available, and there’s only one engine on offer.

ON THE ROAD
The Escape’s Fiat Ducato is the most written-
about motorhome base vehicle, simply 
because it’s the most numerous. This example 
is taller than the camper specific low frame or 
Al-Ko replacement rear chassis that are also 
out there, but - thanks to quite firm suspension 
- it still handles well. 

The driving department (in both these ‘vans) 
plays no part in providing living space, so 
getting ready for the road is simply a case of 
gaining the cab and leaving site. This action is 
helped by the fact that the Escape’s overcab 
bed base hinges up, supported by gas struts. 
A comfy cab and light, positive controls 
made driving a pleasant experience, while aft, 
conversion noise remained acceptable for a 
motorhome of this type. The motor performed 
well, with a willing character, while ‘normal’ 
gearing that saw 70mph - easily - achieved at 
3000rpm. In spite of the presence of an internal 
mirror and rear (kitchen) window, there was no 
useful internal rearward view - except maybe 
just to spot a tailgating truck.

To the Tribute’s Ford, and here, the aft end 
of the overcab bed base slides forward to aid 

TRIBUTE 620

3 Tribute features the same layout as its rival

4 Like the Escape, Tribute furniture and 
fabrics belie its entry-level status

5 Another versatile lounge-diner 

6 Sofa backrest could be made 
higher to improve comfort

3

4

5
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 I LIKED
■ Well-equipped Ford base vehicle
■ Performance and ride quality
■ Good quality furniture
■ Versatile lounge
■ Lots of worktop
■ Separate shower

 I WOULD HAVE LIKED 
■  Longer dinette bed
■ Inboard fresh water tank

 I DISLIKED 
■  Low backrests to sofa and 

dinette seat
■ Lack of headroom in washroom
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 I LIKED
■ Good-to-drive Fiat base
■  Concealed overhead 

locker catches
■ Lots of worktop
■ Excellent cooker
■ Versatile sink
■ Inboard fresh water tank

 I WOULD HAVE LIKED 
■  External access to under-sofa 

storage

 I DISLIKED 
■  Low backrests to sofa and 

dinette seat
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SWIFT ESCAPE 624

7 Furniture and fabrics belie the 
Escape’s entry-level position

8 Classic layout places lounge-diner 
up front, galley and washroom aft

9 Dinette provides good eating space for 
just four, but some backrests are low 

10 Feet-up lounging for one on the long sofa 

7

8

access to the cab - not so easy, or effective as 
Escape, but still a welcome feature.

Settled in the driver’s seat you immediately 
notice the - smaller - car-like nature of the 
steering wheel, although, unlike the Fiat, the 
column is not adjustable. Instruments too, 
seem to reside in a kind of binnacle black 
hole - difficult to see in bright light, and even 
worse when you’re wearing sunglasses. The 
Transit cab is narrower, with a more modest 
windscreen, and thus gives the impression 
of piloting a smaller motorhome. Beware, 
however, the coachwork aft is every bit as 
wide as this ‘van’s rival.

Once on the road, you discover slightly 
heavier controls, that are perfectly fine once 
you get used to them. The (standard-fit) 
steering wheel-mounted cruise control buttons 
are a delight to use, while column-mounted 
stereo controls are a positive contribution to 
road safety.

Although my own ‘van is based on a Ford 
Transit, it’s a 2.4-litre rear-wheel drive job and 
this was the first time I’d driven a front-wheel 
drive Tranny with the new wide rear track 
chassis. The extra 15 horsepower, over the 
Escape, really made a difference; the Tribute 
reached 70mph in double-quick time, with 
more power to spare. Sixth gear is also a very 
high ratio - the same 70mph legal limit seeing 
just 2200rpm. The gearchange proved slicker 
than the Fiat’s, although the motor sounded 
a tad harsher. Ride quality was better than 
the Fiat too - paid for by some body-roll on 
corners. Even so, this was not pronounced, 
while the softer suspension probably 
contributed to less conversion noise.

Both base vehicles performed very well 
indeed, and are just right for this size of 
motorhome. However, superior performance, 
equipment and ride quality saw Tribute breast 
the tape by a nose. 

To the rear, both motorhomes are equipped 
with two three-point belted seats on the 
forward-facing sections of the dinettes. As 
both are quoted as five-berth ‘vans, this 
means they don’t (including those in the cab) 
provide belted seats for all residents. However 
(and mainly because of the sleeping and 
dining arrangements), they’ll probably only 
ever be used to accommodate four.

LOUNGE AND DINE
The term ‘classic layout’ mainly refers to the 
lounge area of both the Escape and Tribute. 
The combination of Pullman dinette and side 
sofa is a classic and popular, simply because 
it works very well. Here, both ‘vans are almost 
identical in providing seating for up to eight 
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folks and good dining for four, from sensibly-
sized tables. However, as both have no table 
extension, that’s it; a fifth resident would have 
to use a lap tray while seated on the sofa.

Although these lounges are versatile 
and capable, you‘ll have to fight for the 
(one-person) feet-up lounging space that’s 
available in each lounge on the sofa. Its worth 
mentioning that although the cabs play no 
formal part in the living space, they can still 
be used on site, maybe to sit and read, or 
for the kids to be got out of the way to play 
video games. Downsides, in both lounges 
are few, but low backrests on both rearward-
facing seats and sofas make sitting here 
less comfy. Both ‘vans could have higher 
dinette backrests, while, owing to its higher 
windowsill, the Tribute could have the same on 
its sofa. Escape’s lower windowsill precludes 
its sofa providing greater comfort. Telly time 
is simplicity itself, as the unit at the aft end 
of each sofa is equipped with power and 
aerial sockets, simply place your goggle box 
here and enjoy watching from the rear-facing 
dinette seat and sofa.

COOK’S QUARTERS 
Both kitchens easily achieve ‘Britishness’ 
thanks to the fact that they’re well-equipped 
enough to prepare ambitious meals - even a 
Christmas dinner should be possible, as long 
as the turkey isn’t ‘morbidly obese’.

Escape goes for Thetford’s excellent 
Triplex half-height stove - with three 
hob-burners (one high speed) and a modestly 
sized oven/grill, it’s a great little cooker with 
all you could need. Tribute does a similarly 
good job, but in a different way. A triangular 
three-burner hob is partnered with a Spinflo 
(also made by Thetford) oven/grill that’s pretty 
much the same as the one attached to the 
Escape’s Triplex.

Sinks are different too, as Tribute gets 

11 The separate shower is a 
great feature, but washroom 
ceiling is quite low

12 Another good kitchen, but 
its rival has the edge

  

PRICES 
■ From: £33,495 OTR
■ As tested: £33,495 OTR

BASICS (*manufacturer’s figures)
■ Berths: 5
■  Three-point belted seats: 4 (including driver)
■  Warranty: Base vehicle and conversion 

3 years
■ Badged as NCC EN1646 compliant: No
■  Construction: GRP clad sandwich 

construction coachbuilt with 
GRP/ABS mouldings

■ Length: 6.24m (20ft 5.5in)*
■ Width: 2.23m (7ft 4in)*
■ Height: 2.89m (9ft 6in)*
■ Wheelbase: 3.30m (10ft 10in)
■ Rear overhang: 1.96m (6ft 5in)
■ Gross vehicle weight: 3500kg
■ Payload: 730kg

THE VEHICLE
■  Chassis: Ford Transit low frame chassis 

cab with wide track rear axle
■  Engine: 2.2-litre TD producing 115bhp
■  Transmission: Six-speed manual gearbox, 

front-wheel drive
■  Brakes: Servo-assisted discs all round 

with ABS
■  Suspension: Front: independent on coil 

springs. Rear: rigid axle on leaf springs
■  Features: Remote central locking, driver’s 

airbag, electric windows, manually adjusted 
mirrors, leather-covered steering wheel, 
cruise control, radio/CD player with steering 
column-mounted controls, trip computer, twin 
dash-top bins, fold-over ‘picnic table,’ two-
litre drinks bottle holders, no spare wheel

INSIDE
■  Layout: Offside Pullman dinette, wardrobe, 

washroom, nearside settee, worktop/TV 
table/ fridge unit, across-the-rear kitchen

■ Insulation: Floor 45 mm, walls & roof 40mm
■ Interior height: 1.93m (6ft 4in)

KITCHEN
■  Sink: Triangular stainless steel bowl with 

glass lid and folding mixer tap, no drainer
■  Cooker: Triangular stainless steel three-

burner hob with glass lid, Spinflo Duplex 
oven/grill, all with electronic ignition

■  Fridge: Dometic three-way, manual energy 
selection. Capacity 77 litres

WASHROOM
■  Toilet: Thetford C250 swivel-bowl, 

electric-flush, waste cassette on wheels
■  Basin: Oval matt plastic bowl with counter 

space and chromed mixer tap
■  Shower: Separate compartment with rigid 

bi-fold door, mixer, head, wall bracket, 
2 shelves

BEDS
Overcab double
■ Length: 2.06m (6ft 9in)
■ Width: 1.37m (4ft 6in)
■ Headroom: 712mm (2ft 4in) max
Nearside single
■ Length: 1.88m (6ft 2in)
■ Width: 636mm (2ft 1in)
Dinette double
■ Length: 1.81m (5ft 11in)
■ Width: 1.01m (3ft 3.5in)

EQUIPMENT
■  Fresh water tank: Underslung, 85 litres 

(18.7 gallons)
■  Waste water tank: Underslung, 90 litres 

(19.8 gallons)
■  Water heater: Truma Ultrastore boiler, 

gas/mains operation
■  Space heater: Truma convector, 

gas only operation
■  Leisure battery: 85 amp hr
■  Gas: 1 x 7kg and 1 x 13kg cylinder
■  Lighting: Circular lamp to overcab, 

2 LED reading lamps to lounge, LED strips 
to lounge, kitchen, washroom, shower 
compartment. Awning lamp

■  Sockets: 230V: 3 (in kitchen). 
12V: 1 (kitchen)

OPTIONAL EXTRAS
Fitted to test vehicle
■ Base: None
■ Conversion: None
Other options
■  Base: Driver’s Pack - heated windscreen, 

electric mirrors, passenger airbag, 
cab carpet (£399), Dashboard trim 
(as part of Lux Pack)

■  Conversion:  Lux Pack - mains blown-
air heating upgrade, cab blinds, scatter 
cushions, TV aerial (£499)

E&OE

HEAD-TO-HEAD DATA   TRIBUTE 620
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Head-to-headHead-to-head testHead-to-head

13 The washroom is unremarkable, 
but should be easy to clean

14 Great cooker and versatile sink 
are standout features

  

PRICES 
■ From: £32,646 OTR
■ As tested: £33,045 OTR

BASICS (*manufacturer’s figures)
■ Berths: 5
■ Three-point belted seats: 4 (including driver)
■  Warranty: Base vehicle and conversion 

3 years
■ Badged as NCC EN1646 compliant: Yes
■  Construction: Alloy clad sandwich 

construction coachbuilt with GRP/ABS 
mouldings

■ Length: 6.30m (20ft 8in)*
■ Width: 2.24m (7ft 4in)*
■ Height: 2.94m (9ft 8in)*
■ Wheelbase: 3.45m (11ft 4in)*
■ Rear overhang: 1.88m (6ft 2in)
■ Gross vehicle weight: 3300kg
■  Payload: 416kg (after the weight of 

the driver @ 75kg, 90 per cent fuel, 
water, gas)

THE VEHICLE
■ Chassis: Fiat Ducato MWB chassis cab
■ Engine: 2.2-litre TD producing 100bhp
■  Transmission: Five-speed manual gearbox, 

front-wheel drive
■  Brakes: Servo-assisted discs all round 

with ABS
■  Suspension: Front: independent on coil 

springs. Rear: rigid axle on leaf springs
■  Features: Radio/CD player (standard on 

current model), remote central locking, 
driver’s airbag, electric windows, 
manually-adjusted mirrors, door bins, 
central storage locker, trip computer, 
spare wheel

INSIDE
■  Layout: Offside Pullman dinette, wardrobe, 

washroom, nearside settee, worktop/TV 
table/ storage unit, across-the-rear kitchen

■ Insulation: Floor 46mm, walls & roof 32mm
■ Interior height: 1.97m (6ft 5.5in)

KITCHEN
■  Sink: Circular stainless steel bowl, chromed 

mixer tap, drop-in cutting board, removable 
plastic drainer

■  Cooker: Thetford Triplex half-height stove 
with glass lid, three gas burners, grill/oven

■  Fridge: Thetford three-way, manual energy 
selection. Capacity 81 litres

WASHROOM
■  Toilet: Thetford C250 swivel-bowl, 

electric-flush, waste cassette on wheels
■  Basin: Plastic vanity unit with chromed 

mixer tap, cupboard below
■  Shower: Integral, with twin-drain shower 

tray floor, separate mixer, with trigger head, 
wall bracket, nylon curtain

BEDS
Overcab double
■ Length: 2.08m (6ft 10in)
■ Width: 1.40m (4ft 7in)
■ Headroom: 560mm (1ft 10in) max
Nearside single
■ Length: 1.87m (6ft 1.5in)
■ Width: 700mm (2ft 3.5in)
Offside dinette double
■ Length: 1.87m (6ft 1.5in)
■ Width: 940mm (3ft 1in)

EQUIPMENT
■  Fresh water tank: Inboard, 70 litres 

(15.4 gallons)
■  Waste water tank: Underslung, 68 litres 

(15 gallons)
■  Water heater: Truma Ultrastore boiler, 

gas/mains operation
■  Space heater: Truma convector with 

blown-air, gas/mains operation
■  Leisure battery: 70 amp hr
■ Gas: 2 x 7kg cylinders
■  Lighting: Circular fittings: 1 to overcab, 

2 to lounge ceiling, 1 to washroom. 
1 fluorescent lamp to kitchen, 4 adjustable 
spot lamps to lounge, LED awning lamp

■  Sockets: 230V: 3 (2 in kitchen, 1 in lounge). 
12V: 1 (in kitchen/TV table)

OPTIONAL EXTRAS
Fitted to test vehicle
■ Base: None
■  Conversion: Comfort Pack - flyscreen door, 

dual-fuel blown-air heating, windscreen 
blind, 2 scatter cushions (£399)

Other options
■ Base: None
■ Conversion: None

E&OE
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a triangular unit to match its hob, Escape 
presents with a circular bowl that - more 
versatile than its drainerless rival - includes a 
drop-in chopping board and removable plastic 
drainer. Both are useful items - just keep ‘em 
away from hot pans!

To prep, and both galleys offer oodles of 
worktop. This is mainly situated on the units 
located on the nearsides, forward of the 
caravan doors; the same surfaces that 
provide TV space. These spaces provide 
plenty of prep area for the chef, but there’s 
more: a triangular area sits between hob 
and sink in the Tribute, while the Escape 
provides room to the right of the sink, 
when the removable drainer is stashed in 
its cupboard. 

Fridges are both basic models, but of 
reasonable capacity. The Escape mounts 
its Thetford cooler at the rear, the Tribute’s 
Dometic unit is in the unit forward of the 
caravan door. Storage takes the form of some 
big cupboards below and rack-equipped 
lockers above, while both ‘vans offer just small 
cutlery drawers - the Tribute’s inside a rear-
located cupboard. 

Two well-equipped Brit-friendly galleys 
should be good to use, with the Escape item 
winning the race by a short head - its sink/
removable drainer/drop-in chopping board 
combo adding versatility to the 
culinary kit mix.

BATHING SPACE       
Both washrooms should do the job well, but 
have different approaches to providing toilet 
facilities and ablutions. The Escape’s is the 
most conventional in a motorhome of this 
type - an ‘all-plastic’ space, it’s bright 
white visage will be very familiar to many 
experienced motorhomers. In a, ‘if it aint 
broke, don’t fix it’ kinda way, the Escape 
washroom provides vanity basin, decent 
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mirror, high and low level storage (a wooden 
locker resides above the toilet at the rear) and 
a shower tray floor served by a separate mixer 
and shower-head. The loo is Thetford’s C250 
model, which comes with the added bonus of 
a cassette on wheels. Towel ring, tooth glass 
and toilet roll holder ice the cake. In fine British 
tradition, the window is translucent (many 
Continental motorhomes sport clear washroom 
windows), opens and has a blind/flyscreen. 
However, there’s no roof vent in here to 
evacuate rising steam. This washroom follows 
the lead of many of the type: it should be 
good to use and easy to clean, while providing 
reasonable facilities for that occasional shower.

The Tribute ploughs a different washroom 
furrow - providing a separate shower 
compartment within. In fact this is an 
Auto-Trail tradition, with most, if not all of 
the firm’s products providing a separate 
douching department. 

Here, there’s a ‘woody’ vestibule, containing 
washbasin and loo, with the only storage - a 
high-level locker - above. The basin is a matt 
plastic design, with enough counter-top for the 
placing of potions, the toilet another C250 with 
the same talents as the example found aboard 
the Escape. Above, a roof vent should provide 
good evacuation of super-humid air. 

Turn right and you step down into a well 
executed, if compact, shower compartment. 
This has rigid doors, an LED lamp and wire 
shelves for gel and the like. Folks who like 
to shower in the ‘van will find this washroom 
attractive - albeit that it has some downsides. 
These start with the window: it’s translucent, 
like its rival, but the lack of a blind, or more 
importantly, a flyscreen, will see it let in 
biting bugs during hot weather. The other big 
- potential - deal breaker is headroom, as you 
step up into the room, where it’s limited (taking 
into consideration the frame of the rooflight), 
my five-foot-ten frame had my head quite 
close to making contact. You do step down 
into the shower, but its modest dimensions 
made me to reach the conclusion that this 
washroom is for those neither tall nor wide.

There’s little wrong with either of these 
washrooms - albeit that the phrase, ‘horses for 
courses’ comes to mind...

BEDTIME 
Overcabs first, and as expected, both are 
pretty similar, with one or two exceptions. 
Both transverse doubles are big and comfy, 
approached by the same type of alloy ladder 
and have windows on the nearside. However, 
the Tribute wins the day with a sprung-slat 
base (to the Escape’s solid bottom), better 
mattress and more headroom.

Downstairs, the base story is the same, with 
the Escape providing some solid platforms to the 
seating (apart from the sofa). Bed making here 
is pretty much identical: remove the long sofa 
backrest to make a single bed, lower the table 
to bridge the gap between the dinette seating 
- dropping in cushions to make a double bed. 

Problems start with the long sofa 
backrest: it has to go somewhere and the 
cab seems to be the best place. However, 
it’s a struggle to get the almost-too-long 
cushion into the driving department - more so, 
in the Tribute’s narrower Transit cab. Solution? 
A two-cushion backrest would seem to be a 
sensible modification. The dinette beds are very 
similar - both are only a few inches over three 
feet wide, so are they doubles? Maybe for two 
very slim folks, but they’ll be much better used 

TRIBUTE 620

15 Overcab bed’s headroom beats its rival but the dinette bed is shorter

16 Plenty of room under the sofa

17 External hatch is a storage star

15

16

17
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 VEHICLES LOANED FOR 
 EVALUATION BY:
West Country Motorhomes 
Turnpike Road, Blunsdon, 
Swindon, Wiltshire, SN26 7EA 
(tel: 01793 726666; web site: 
www.westcountrymotorhomes.co.uk)

as generous singles. Don’t be too tall though, 
as the Escape’s is just over six feet long; Tribute 
offers just a miserly 5ft 11in. Both ‘vans had 
slide-out/hinge-out sections on the ends of the 
dinette seats that, normally, help support infill 
cushions (usually including the sofa backrest) 
and create a big all-over double in the lounge. 

However, neither Escape or Tribute had all 
the parts required to complete the job. I know 
not if they were supposed to be there, or not. 
Of course, this lack could be a good thing as 
once the ‘big’ bed was made, the overcab 
access ladder would be put out of use. As I 
said earlier, these are best used as four-berth 
motorhomes - two upstairs, two downstairs, 
or three down (two kids in the dinette bed), 
one upstairs.

STORE ROOM 
Storage spaces follow pretty much the same 
route in both Escape and Tribute: Overhead 
lockers, decent wardrobe and under-all-the-
seats storage. Tribute scores here with outside 
access to its under-sofa locker, while the 
Escape impedes things still further under its 
sofa, as it locates its fresh water tank here. 
However, the Escape’s spring-loaded, hinged 
sofa base is far superior to Tribute’s ‘fall in’ 
unattached slatted base. The bottom line is 
that a family of four - travelling light - will get 
all their gear stowed - even some outdoor 
furniture and a barbecue if they’re careful. 
Bikes should be easy to accommodate on a 
rear-mounted rack.

LIFE SUPPORT  
Two features stand out among these ‘vans’ 
almost standard kit list: the Escape scores 
points with its three-season-friendly inboard 
fresh water tank, while Tribute hits back with an 
excellent range of LED-powered lighting. 

Everything else is par for the course, and 
for both ‘vans, mains-powered space 
heating (in addition to standard gas power) 
is found on the options lists. Simple control 
panels and gas/mains water heaters complete 
what are unremarkable, but entirely capable 
life support systems.

CONCLUSION   
Both these British motorhomes look 
unremarkable outside and provide tried 
and tested layouts inside. However, both 
appear to be several rungs up the entry-level 
ladder, providing what appears to be very good 
quality and - for these days - very good value 
for money. With its specialised Ford Transit 
base, separate shower and lovely LED lighting 
The Tribute presents as an impressive package. 
However, thanks to a short dinette bed and 
limited headroom in the washroom it’s best 
owned by shorter folks. Escape is simply a 
classic entry-level ‘van, albeit one where the 
quality bar has been raised. Both ‘vans are 
very impressive - especially when compared to 
some imports with similar prices. ■
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18 Beds are easy to make, but unused backrest is tricky to stash in the cab

19 Flyscreen door is part of the Comfort Pack of extras

20 Inboard fresh water tank is a desirable feature 
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19 20
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