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When the Escape 
range was 
conceived in 
2008, product 

director Steve Trossell tasked 
his in-house design team with 
offering a motorhome kitted 
out with all the essentials at 
a starting price of £30,000. 
The result was the four model 
Escape by Swift range (three 
high-line and one low-line 
model), that was sold through 
all Swift and Bessacarr dealers 
from the end 
of March. They 
couldn’t have 
predicted what 
a runaway 
success it 
would be, 
picking up 
gongs from 
awards 
ceremonies, 
and more importantly became 
the Cottingham company’s 
best-selling range. 

Two years on, its enjoyed 
an impressive external and 
interior make over, and will 
take its bow at the February 
NEC show. So what’s changed? 
The four original layouts still 
continue broadly as they were. 
The 622 is a four-berth with 
one belted passenger seat, the 
624 a five-berth end-kitchen 
high-line with three belted 
passenger seats, the 664 is  

a four-berth fixed-bed low-
line with three passenger seats 
and the six-berth 686 high-
line offered a full complement 
of five belted seats.

New for the 2011 season is 
the 696, another six-berth 
model with bunkroom at 
the rear, which doubles as 
a storage area with external 
access, and again, five belted 
passenger seas.

The target for entry-level 
’vans has traditionally been 

first time 
buyers. It’s also 
an appealing 
option for 
those who 
normally buy 
secondhand but 
fancy the idea 
of upgrading to  
a new model. 
The Escape’s 

natural competitors on pricing 
and specification in the 
UK continue to be the long 
established Autoquest range, 
that has proved a big success 
down the years, plus imported 
Italian ranges such as the CI 
Carioca, and the Auto-Trail-
built Tribute coacbuilts.

First impressions: the new 
look is striking. The blue cabin 
paintwork is now more cleverly 
connected to the caravan body 
thanks to sweeping  
new graphic treatments. 

ESCAPE STYLISH NEW TRIMS
Okay, so they’re not ultra 
lightweight and sexy alloys 
but they’re certainly an 
improvement on the original 
and a welcome addition to  
a motorhome at this price 

HEAVY-DUTY EXTENSIONS
The chassis extensions to the 
rear have been upgraded to 
the heavy-duty variety used in 
other Swift Group products. 
We’re also pleased that it still 
gets a spare wheel

CAB TO HAB GRAPHICS
We were delighted to see that 
the new-look Escapes kept 
their blue cab paintwork,  
which has been better 
integrated with the caravan 
body thanks to new graphics

OVERCAB WINDOWS
In budget motorhomes it’s 
sometimes the case that you 
don’t get any windows to the 
overcab, so we’re pleased 
Swift continues to offer one, 
although we’d prefer two

CARAVAN-STYLE LOCKER
A locker that houses the leisure 
battery and mains hook-up 
point is used widely by touring 
caravans, and we think it’s 
a great idea: easier battery 
access, and a secure lead

ELECTRIC ENTRY STEP
Part of the special value 
Comfort Pack (£499) is this 
electric entry step, which also 
has automatic drive-away 
retraction so you don’t drive  
off with the step down

GAS LOCKER
The locker, at waist height in 
the 622 model, is fitted with 
a stainless steel braided hose, 
which is a nod of the head to 
problems with blocked LPG 
regulators (see p91 for more)

SWIFT LOGO
As with other ranges in the 
Swift Group line up, the Fiat 
Ducato grill logo is replace by 
the company’s own badge. A 
small touch, but a neat display 
of attention to detailing

jPrice from £34,185 OTR*  jSleeps 2  jBelts 2  jBase vehicle Fiat 
Ducato MWB  jEngine 2.2-litre 100bhp turbodiesel  jL/W/H 
6.30/2.24/2.94m (20’8”/7’4”/9’8”)  jMTPLM 3300kg  jPayload 470kg 
jWater (fresh/waste) 65/68 litres  jBattery 70Ah  jGas 2x7kg 
*£34,684 as previewed with pack fitted

The Swift Group has treated its Escape range to a mid-season overhaul. We 
preview the 622 model prior to its public launch at the February NEC show
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FIRST LOOK 

The blue cabin 
paintwork is  
now more 
cleverly 
connected to the 
caravan body

We previewed the original 
Escape 624 MWB model in 
advance of its launch at the 
February 2009 NEC show. 
As our pictures here show, 
the substantial new graphics 
treatment does a much better 
job of joining the blue 
cabwork and the habitation 
bodywork. On-board, the 
upholstery has been given 
a makeover to modernise its 
appearance. Nevertheless, 
the original was good 
enough to win the Caravan 
Club’s prestigious Design 
and Drive award that year, 
for the six berth 686.

The most obvious changes are the new front and rear GRP 
mouldings, providing The most obvious changes are the new 

THE ORIGINAL ESCAPE
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POSTIVE LOCKING
Some budget ranges opt for 
resistance catches rather than 
positive locks, but Swift has 
gone for the belts and braces 
approach with these barrel 
lathes beneath the face

ON-BOARD WATER TANK
The fresh water tank in the  
622 is on-board under the rear 
bunk. At 65-litres, it’s small 
if the full complement of four 
sleeping berths is taken up,  
but otherwise it’s okay for two

HOT TO THE TOUCH
The trend in motorhome 
manufacturing is toward LED 
lighting throughout, but the 
Escape hasn’t taken the plunge 
yet, so these rollerball lights 
can get hot to the touch

COMPACT KITCHEN
It’s an unfussy arrangement, 
with simple lockers and 
shelves for storage (ie, none  
of the fancy wire racks in  
other Swift ranges), but very 
usable for cooking on site

UNDERSEAT ACCESS
There’s still no access to 
the underseat lockers from 
the outside, but the framed 
benches are easy to lift and 
self-supporting for easy  
access from inside the ’van

MASSIVE DOUBLE BED
The ’van gets full curtains, 
which we prefer over the 
‘decorative’ curtains of some 
rivals. The double bed is  
huge and makes up by sliding  
a slide base from the rear bunk

WRAPAROUND LOUNGE
The Escape 622 has a great 
wraparound rear lounge, and 
we like the new upholstery.  
It can make up into a double 
or two single beds, but 
doesn’t offer any belted  
seats for passengers 

The body features one-piece, 
thick gauge aluminium walls, 
with moulded skirts and a 
lower rear panel with light 
clusters. New wheel trims 
are an improvement on the 
original range.

All five models are based 
on the Fiat Ducato, powered 
by the 100 MultiJet engine 
with the five speed gearbox as 
standard. It’s a great engine, 
although some testers and 
owners complained it was 
rather underpowered for the 
larger, six berth model. The 130 
MultiJet engine is available as 
an option on the 686 and 696. 
There’s little evidence of cost 
cutting in the cab area either – 
the cab seats are upholstered to 
match the living quarters, with 
single armrests, and there’s a 
drop-in carpet. Electric mirrors 
and passenger airbags don’t 
make the cut at this price point.

Some detailing is carried 
over from the group’s caravan 
manufacturing pedigree, like 
the external access locker that 
houses the leisure battery and 
mains electric input, enabling 
the owner to secure the cable 

when in use by locking the 
door. The water tanks are  
a good size (the 65-litre fresh 
tank is on-board at the rear in 
the 622 model pictured here) 
with rigid wide-boar drain 
pipes, and it gets a proper 
underslung spare wheel rather 
than a fix-and-go type kit. 
The floor of the motorhome is 
improved, too – it has treated 
plywood to reduce the risk of 
water ingress and softening 
underfoot. Also, the woodgrain 
finish throughout the interior 
is called ‘Mali Acacia’, and 
looks slightly darker to us than 
that in the original Escape. 

The unfussy entry door hints 
at the basic specification, but 
the original, simple chassis 
extensions have been 

All five models 
are based on 
the Fiat Ducato, 
powered by the 
100 MultiJet

sWHAT MOTORHOME? 
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sFIRST LOOK 
replaced by the heavy duty 
versions fitted to higher priced 
Swift Group models that can 
accommodate a towbar. Part of 
the special value comfort pack 
(£499) buys you an electric 
entry step with automatic drive 
away retraction, a concertina 
door flyscreen, ultraheat dual 
fuel blown air heating that’s 
ducted to the living, sleeping 
and washroom areas, a pleated 
windscreen blind and a pair of 
scatter cushions. We anticipate 
most buyers will opt for this 
good value pack.

Inside, the stylish locker 
doors come without handles 
but still have positive locking 
mechanisms (open them 
by means of a barrel lath 
just beneath the face), and 
a drop-in carpet covers the 
woodblock-effect vinyl 
flooring. A Heki rooflight 
floods the lounge area with 
light, and the seat cushions  
are velcroed and press-
studded in place so they  
don’t fly about in transit. 
There’s even a nice new 
electrical control panel, which 
we found intuitive to use.

Closer examination,though, 
gives a few pointers as to how 
Swift are able to offer the 
Escape at such an appealing 
price. Each habitation window 
comes with blinds and 
flyscreens, but it’s not of the 
pleated variety. There’s no 
seatback to the sofa backrest 
(except on the backwall in the 
622 model tested here), which 
may throw up condensation 
issues. The directional reading 
lights under the lockers are 
of the roller ball kind and get 
hot to the touch, and in the 
kitchen area chefs will have to 
make do with the limitations 
of a combined oven and grill, 
with three burner hob. The 
80-litre fridge has three-way 
power controls, but you 

DUCATO CAB
The range comes powered by 
the 2.2-litre, 100 MultiJet 
engine, with five-speed ’box, 
as standard, which is fine for 
the smaller models but a little 
underpowered for six berths

BLINDS AS STANDARD
Again, part of that Comfort 
Pack buys you the easy-to-use 
windscreen blinds that slide 
across at night. However, some 
people feel they rattle too 
much on road in their casing

BATHROOM BASICS
The Swift Group does the 
basics well time and again: an 
opaque washroom window;  
a towel hook; a toilet roll 
holder; storage for toiletries. 
Check, check and check again!

OVERCAB BED
The overcab bed base raises 
easily for better cab-to-hab 
access when it’s not in use. 
The nearside window helps 
alleviate the enclosed space, 
and there’s also a light 

TRIGGER HAPPY
We’re pleased to see that 
the shower basin has its own 
separate tap, and doesn’t need 
to double as the shower head. 
This latter has one of those 
neat trigger mechanisms

NEW CONTROL PANEL
This stylish new control panel 
is very easy and intuitive to 
use, and is an improvement 
on previous versions. You can 
quickly monitor all on-board 
levels at the touch of a button

need to remember to manually 
select these yourself.

None of this is to detract from 
what is a really very impressive 
overall package at this price 
point. Take the washroom: not 
only does it get the modern 
looking Thetford C250 cassette 
toilet with wheeled holding 
tank, but unlike many ‘budget’ 
’vans, it gets a dedicated 
trigger-type shower head  
that’s separate from the tap  
in the corner basin.

Sleeping is generous and 
comfortable throughout. The 
overcab bed base is hinged 
and raises on gas struts. The 
wraparound lounge in the 622 
could conceivably be used as 
two singles (one sofa measures 
190cm, the other slightly less) 
or a massive double. It’s a 
caravan-style, slatted roll-out 
base and infill cushions for the 
latter option.

The Swift Group has injected 
a healthy dose of extra 
showroom sizzle to its best-
selling range at a time when 
it’s most needed – when VAT 
rates have risen to 20 per cent 
and it’s harder than ever for 
motorcaravanners to buy 
new. This remains a sound 
product, with some genuinely 
appealing, new reasons to 
look at it again if the original 
Escape range wasn’t quite for 
you. It has all the hallmarks 
and quality of Swift’s top class 
design and manufacturing 
know-how. 

Their original slogan for the 
Escape range was ‘get away 
from it all for a lot less than 
you’d expect’ and that still 
ticks boxes for couples and 
families who are forced to 
look harder than ever at how 
they spend their hard-earned 
holiday cash.

Swift’s slogan for 
the range was 
‘get away from it 
all for less than 
you’d expect’

NEW FURNITURE VENEER
‘Mali Acacia’ they call it, 
and we’ve compared images 
with the original Escape 
and believe it to be a darker 
grain. The 80-litre fridge 
has 230V, gas and 12V 
manual select operation

sWHAT MOTORHOME? 
End-lounge overcab 

LOOKING BACK
As you’d expect from a budget range, 
the rear panel is simple, flat, and rather 
caravan like, but does have a high level 
brake light and neat light clusters

The five model line-up offers 
four high lines and one low 
line model. On the road 
prices start at £34,185 for the 
smallest 622 model, and go 
to £37,495 for the largest six 
berth 696 model.

622: Rear U-shaped lounge 
overcab. Price: £34,185 OTR 

664: French bed, low-profile 
Price: £35,720 OTR

624: End-kitchen overcab. 
Price: £34,235 OTR

686: Two-lounge family 
overcab. Price: £37,245 OTR

696: Six berth with rear bunks 
Price: £37,495 OTR

2011-SEASON ESCAPE 
THE RANGE FINDER


