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CARTHAGO M-LINER 67 LRQ

Words by Di Johnson, 
pictures by Pete Johnson

 

■  OVERALL LENGTH: 8.76m (28ft 9in)*
■ OVERALL WIDTH: 2.35m (7ft 8.5in)*

LAYOUT PLAN

Two large-and-luxurious 
A-class Germans heave 

into view - from Lowdham 
Leisureworld and new 

Concorde dealer, 
Travelworld

The two 
(I hesitate 
to call them 

motorhomes) 
candidates this 
month are not the dinghies of the 
motorcaravan world, nor motor 

cruisers, nor even yachts. Nope, these are luxury 
liners, the crème de la crème of the motorhome 
world. These aristocrats barely acknowledge 
us as they steam graciously past, not deigning 
to notice the proffered wash from the riffraff - in 

our panel van conversion - passing beneath 
their eye-line. 

These beauties are not designed for 
creeping along narrow lanes or squeezing 
into ancient medieval towns with vulnerable 
overhanging buildings. They aim instead, to 
provide all the comforts of home: in some cases, 

1
1 Drive comfort is enhanced by good visibility 

and electrically-powered sunscreens

2 Cab’s skewed driver console 
worked surprisingly well
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Head-to-head test
▲

■  OVERALL LENGTH: 8.48m (27ft 10in)*■ OVERALL WIDTH: 2.38m (7ft 9.5in)*

LAYOUT PLAN

CONCORDE CHARISMA 840L

superior comfort to a lot of domiciles. There 
are also storage facilities generous enough 
to accommodate all the clutter - sorry, ‘vital 
equipment’ that you could ever wish to carry.

Then there is the small matter of where to 
park such leviathans - not all campsites can 
accommodate motorhomes as vast as these. 
One rather assumes, when ones sees one of 
these giants dominating the traffic on the road, 
that it’s off to a race meeting (thoroughbred 
horses, Formula One, powerboats...) - or 
something equally glamorous. But hey, we 

could win the lottery tomorrow 
and have one, or maybe even 
sell up and full-time luxuriously 
in something of this extravagant 
size and specification. 

Queen Elizabeth or Canberra? All I can say 
is they’re both very big. It’s not only their length 
that’s striking; it’s also the height that impresses. 
Both have the typical cartoon-bug antenna 
driving mirrors, which might convince the 
uninformed that they’re coaches. 

On the Carthago, silver-grey sides are 

dissected by navy and royal-blue graphics 
and the cab windows are surrounded by 
asymmetric black paintwork, which all helps to 
distance it from a mere coach. The Concorde 
is white with dark-grey and blue graphics, 
stainless steel wheel trims, a towbar and 
awning, so it’s an obvious motorhome.

Another clue that these are motorhomes and 
not PSVs is the lack of a cab door. The four-
berth left-hand-drive Carthago has its entrance 
in the middle of the (UK) offside (right-hand-drive 
is not an option). I really expected to be piped 
aboard when I climbed the two drop-down and 
two inset steps. Yep, you climb aboard rather 
than step in. Then it was, wow and wow again, 
as I gawped at luxury and style on steroids. 

Right-hand drive defined the Concorde, 
though you can have the wheel on either 
side. A single drop-down and two inset steps 
(also on the UK offside) take you aboard this 
four-berth, which I found a bit more of a climb 
than the Carthago. It doesn’t have quite the 
same gawp factor as the Carthago, but is 
nevertheless, impressive. 

MOTIVE POWER    
The same Iveco 3.0-litre turbo-diesel engine 
drives both vehicles through double rear 
wheels, via an Agile auto-changing manual six-

2
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 I LIKED
■ Quality construction throughout 

■ Zingy modern styling

■ Garage storage

■  The fact that I could reach the floor 

from all seats

■  Electrically operated sun and privacy 

blinds in cab 

■ Electrically driven A-class bed

 I WOULD HAVE LIKED 

■  Lighter and less obstructive table

■ More worktop in the kitchen

■ Provision for TV in bedroom

■ Lighter steering at slow speeds

 I DISLIKED 

■  Stiff handbrake

■ The flimsy feel of the shower door
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3

4

3 Optional leather graced the big front lounge

4 To the rear, an amidships kitchen gives 
way to washroom and rear located bedroom

5 Table can be reached from every seat 

6 High-gloss drawer fronts, Corasan sink and 
worktop and built-in coffee machine 
make for a sophisticated kitchen

5

6

CARTHAGO M-LINER 67 LRQ speed gearbox. If you can’t afford a chauffeur, 
then automatic transmission and cruise control 
are the next best things; both vehicles come so 
equipped. Three litres seemed man enough for 
vehicles this size, though of course, I only drove 
them unladen. You wouldn’t expect sparkling 
performance in something this size; in fact it 
would be worrying if it could shoot forward like 
a scalded cat when mixing it with traffic. Both 
converters have (prudently) uprated the Iveco 
Daily chassis to 6700kg MAW.

ROAD MANNERS
Sliding into the leather Aguti captain’s chair 
in the Carthago I found that, with a bit of 
tweaking of stiff control knobs, I could get 
comfortable. I could also reach most of the 
controls, so it’s like any other ‘van, isn’t it? 

Oh no it’s not! It’s thirty feet (9.15m including 
the mirrors) of mega-‘van with a £120K-plus 
price tag and a 67 per cent rear overhang. 
There’s also those coach-style mirrors 
protruding out front to watch out for. Yikes! Am 
I really expected to pilot this coach around?

I’ve not driven many vehicles of this size, so 
I had to remind myself, when pulling out across 
fast traffic that, while it has a three-litre engine, 
it also has substantial body weight. It ambled 
along happily at sixty-ish (90kph) on the roads 
near Lowdham Leisureworld in an assured 
manner, with the auto gearbox capably taking 
care of any ratio modifications. It’s also more 
manoeuvrable than you might think, thanks to 
a good steering lock. The tight turning circle 
proved invaluable when I three-point-turned 
on a busy road to return to base. Had the 
sun been in my eyes I could have employed 
electrically powered sun blinds to banish 
unwanted rays.

The Carthago’s furniture was reassuringly 
quiet, with only the odd clunk when cornering, 
from the sliding door that partitions off the 
bedroom. While manoeuvring for photographs 
I struggled with the handbrake; it was easy to 
apply, but I needed two hands to free it. I also 
found the power steering a trifle heavy at slow 
speeds, though once we were on the move 
it was fine. I admit that bigger, stronger folk 
mightn’t notice and even I could live with it. 

The Concorde performed in a similar manner 
near dealer, Travelworld’s, premises at Telford. 
The overhang here is a more modest 59 per 
cent, helping to trim more than a foot (400mm) 
off the overall length. The handbrake is to the 
right of the driver’s seat, and operated easily.

Isri seats are the choice in the Concorde’s 
cab and I found them no less comfortable than 
the Carthago’s Agutis. They were properly 
adjustable for someone of my slightly-less-
than-average (hah!) height. The cockpit was 
more spacious as there are no deep side-
storage cupboards in the Concorde, while the 
cab’s captain chairs are set further apart. This 
leaves a wide passageway between the front 
seats and made this area delightfully easy to 
use, with no squeezing through. 

The dashboard is Concorde’s own build and 
compartmentalises the area, with an instrument 
panel jutting out to the driver’s left. It displays 
reversing camera screen, radio/CD player, 
air suspension, heater and air-conditioning 
controls. When we tested it, the dashboard 
console felt more ‘boat’ than motorhome and 
looked to be made of buff-coloured GRP, 
with black instrumentation sprinkled on as an 
afterthought. I’m told it’s to have an extensive 
cherry wood veneer pack added, which 
promises to improve its appearance hugely. 
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LOUNGE AND DINE 
The Carthago has a permanent, but highly 
adjustable table, with nearside L-shaped 
settee (with two forward-facing three-point 
belted seats) and a straight sofa opposite. The 
swivelled cab seats form part of the lounging 
for up to seven. The cabinetwork has a wild-
pear veneer, with lots of yummy highly polished 
metal highlights around the living quarters. 

The overhead locker fronts are high-gloss 
cream and very effective, with two glass-fronted 
drinking glass cabinets and curved panels of 
beige leather-effect. If you think it sounds classy 
you’d be absolutely right. I was trying not to be 
impressed, but the sheer quality of the finish is 
mind-blowing. There is cream leather upholstery, 
which - importantly - proved to be comfortable. 
Apricot-beige patterned curtains (the nets are 
roman blind-style) and matching bedspread on 
the queen bed in the rear, plus corn-coloured, 
removable bound-edged sisal carpet over 
‘deck-planking’ laminate, gives the Carthago a 
modern, chic and luxurious ambience.

A set of three chromium instruments - boat-
style - is fitted above the entrance; consulting 
the barometer before you ‘set sail’ is a must. 
The flat screen TV is cunningly inserted into 
the back of the offside settee. A leather flap 
disguises it so that you can boast that you 
rarely, if ever, watch television. Soaps? Surely 
they’re just for cleaning your hands?

Six can take sustenance at the Carthago 
table. It’s a mighty item, but it can be moved 
on sliders, back-and-forth and side-to-side, 
enabling diners to slot themselves into the 
seats. The table can be reached from the 
swivelled cab seats and I found, unusually, that 
my feet could reach the floor from every seat. 

A powered Heki rooflight and panoramic cab 
windows add natural light, and an electrically 
driven cab blind shuts off the windscreen. No 
less than 16 downlighters illuminate the lounge.

The Concorde is equally impressive, but in 
different ways. You can seat six in the lounge, 
with the swivelled cab seats and a three-point 
belted swivelling seat situated around a drop-
leg extendable table. There’s also an L-shaped 
settee opposite on the nearside. The forward-
facing part of the L-shape has a fourth, three-
point seat belt - the middle part of the settee 
adapting to cater for the passenger’s feet. 

The upholstery is a caramel-coloured 
suede-type fabric with matching curtains. Nets 
transform into roman blinds. Ever wondered 
how easy (or not) it’d be to clean pale suede-
type fabric when y’r curry slides off the table 
onto your lap? Mmm... 

A speckled vinyl floor has removable 
speckled peach and cream carpet over, with 
dark cherry-wood cabinetwork, which I found 
a tad Teutonic. It was trying to be modern, but 
drifted towards the decidedly un-cool. 

While it lacks the glitz of the Carthago, 
the Concorde cabinets are solid and well 
made, with strong hinges and closures. An 
electrically powered parking mechanism 
withdraws the 20-inch flat-screen TV down 
into a unit beside the table, with its lid neatly 
closing above it: very Dr Who. 

The owner can invite five to dine at the 
captain’s table, which looked as if it could be 
removed, though it was so well built (heavy) that 
I didn’t try. A very clever foldaway mechanism 
allows the table to be shortened for normal use. 

COOK’S QUARTERS 
You half expect a uniformed chef to appear 
in the Carthago: it’s all chromium, curves 
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7 Lounge features a bar-style layout

8 To the rear, an L-shaped kitchen gives way to 
an open-plan washroom and twin single bed-
equipped sleeping space

9 A third captain’s seat replaces the offside settee, 
while a clever mechanism extends the table

10 Kitchen drawers are very deep 
and strongly made 

7

8

9

10

7

8

CONCORDE CHARISMA 840L

9

10

 I LIKED
■  Exceptional quality of furniture and 

fixings
■ Removable table
■ The sheer comfort of the beds
■  Extendable taps in kitchen and 

washroom
■ The third fully belted Isri swivelling seat 
■ Commodious garage storage
 I WOULD HAVE LIKED 
■  Lighter steering at slow speeds
■ More worktop provision
■ Leather upholstery
■ A colour-matched chopping board
 I DISLIKED 
■  The ‘baronial’ colour scheme caravan 

interior
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and gleaming surfaces. It has a natty inbuilt 
coffee machine and a gleaming chromium 
timer attached to the wall, but only three gas 
burners (with spark ignition) on the hob This 
is also true of the Concorde, but without the 
chrome timer or gleaming surfaces.

Lots of easily accessed curved-fronted 
drawers and plentiful space for provisions and 
implements featured strongly in the L-shaped 
kitchen in the Carthago, but there isn’t a 
great deal of worktop. The sink and drainer is 
made from what looks like Corian, but - in the 
brochure - it’s named as Corasan. The twin-
bowl unit has inset chopping boards, all in the 
same dark grey granite-effect. The draining 
area is also moulded-in.

Opposite, is a Dometic TecTower with a 
curved-fronted 175-litre fridge/freezer topped 
by an oven/grill. It has a gorgeous mirror 
finish, but it doesn’t make the high-set oven 
any easier to reach. 

  

PRICE
■  From: £104,600 OTR
■ As tested: £127,275 OTR 

BASICS (*manufacturer’s figures)
■ Berths: 4
■  Three-point belted seats: 4 (including driver)
■  Warranty: 2 years base vehicle, 3 years 

conversion, 10 years water ingress
■ Badged as NCC EN1646 compliant: No
■  Construction: Alloy clad (inner and outer skin) 

sandwich construction A-class coachbuilt 
with double floor. UK offside entrance

■ Length: 8.76m (28ft 9in)*
■ Width: 2.35m (7ft 8.5in)*
■ Height: 3.35m (11ft 0in)*
■ Wheelbase: 4.75m (15ft 7in)*
■ Rear overhang: 3.20m (10ft 6in)
■ Maximum authorised weight: 6700kg*
■ Payload: 1300kg* (estimated)

THE VEHICLE
■  Chassis: Left-hand drive Iveco Daily 60 C18 

chassis cowl
■ Engine: 3.0-litre turbo-diesel producing 177bhp
■  Transmission: Iveco Agile auto-changing 

six-speed gearbox, rear-wheel drive
■ Brakes: Servo-assisted discs all round
■  Suspension: Front: Independent with level-

lift. Rear: Rigid axle with air suspension
■  Features: ABS, differential lock, EBD, cruise 

control, cab air-conditioning, electronic 
immobiliser, electrically-operated coach-style 
mirrors, swivelling cab seats, electrically-
operated sun blinds, radio/CD player

INSIDE 
■  Layout: Drop-down A-class bed, swivelling 

cab seats, inward-facing settees (one 
L-shaped), pedestal table, amidships split 
kitchen, offside washroom, nearside shower 
cubicle and wardrobe, rear located bedroom 
with queen-sized double bed

■  Insulation: Floor 52mm, walls 48mm, roof 
48mm

■ Interior height: 2.00m (6ft 7in)

KITCHEN
■  Sink: Moulded Corasan work-surface/

moulded-in two-bowl sink with swivel-neck 
mixer tap

■  Cooker: Three-burner hob with spark 
ignition, Dometic oven/grill as part of 
TecTower

■  Fridge: Dometic RMT 7855L fridge/freezer 
as part of TecTower. Capacity 175 litres

WASHROOM
■  Toilet: Thetford C250 Luxus swivel-bowl 

electric-flush chemical-free cassette with SOG 
filter 

■  Basin: Moulded Corasan bowl and shelf 
with chromed swivelling mixer tap

■  Shower: Separate cubicle with plastic-lined 
walls, Corasan tray and vertical column 
with chrome mixer tap, flexible hose, 

showerhead, riser, single-panel rigid door

BEDS
Rear queen double
■ Length: 2.00m max (6ft 7in)
■ Width: 1.70m max (5ft 7in)
A-class double
■ Length: 2.00m (6ft 7in)
■ Width: 1.20m (3ft 11in)

EQUIPMENT 
■ Fresh water: Inboard 300 litres (66 gallons)
■ Waste water: Inboard 300 litres (66 gallons)
■  Water and space heating: Alde Compact 

3010 boiler with wet radiator central 
heating, gas-mains operation

■ Leisure battery: 220 amp hr
■ Gas: 2 x 11kg cylinders
■  Lighting: Halogen spots: Two on flexible 

stalks over front bed, four in cab, six in 
lounge/diner, two inside doorway, six 
in kitchen, three between kitchen and 
bedroom, twelve in bedroom, one in shower, 
two in washroom. Filament lamps: One 
outside above doorway, three set into lounge 
Heki rooflight. Fluorescent strips: two on 
vanity mirror in washroom, one in garage

■  Sockets: 230V: Four (Two in kitchen, two 
in washroom). 12V: Two (in kitchen and 
washroom)

OPTIONAL EXTRAS
Fitted to test vehicle 
■  Base: Chassis upgraded to 6700kg MAW, 

air suspension to rear axle, differential lock 
(£1860), Agile automated six-speed manual 
gearbox (£1305), Pre-wiring for towbar (£230)

■  Conversion: Silver metallic paint (£5885), 
additional toilet cassette with holder (£190), 
electric sun-blinds for windscreen (£575), 
panoramic rooflight above rear bed (£750), 
electrically-operated A-class bed (£1400), 
leather upholstery/fabrics upgrade (£2650), 
Comfort pack includes: rear steadies, outside 
shower in garage, SOG-equipped toilet, 
silver-painted mirrors, stainless steel wheel 
trims, window in entrance door, wood-effect 
dashboard trim, large mirror on bathroom 
door, Corasan sink covers (£1715), Designa 
Pack includes: wood-effect laminate 
floor, high gloss beige furniture, TecTower 
mirror finish fridge-freezer with oven/grill, 
granite/anthracite Corasan worktop/shower 
tray/column, chrome pull-open handles, bar 
cabinets with glasses (£3240), pop-up 
19-inch flat screen TV in back of settee (£875) 

Other options
■  Base: Telma 65C retarder engine brake (£3555)
■  Conversion: Technical Pack includes: 

Truma Saphir Comfort air-conditioning 
system fitted in double floor, 2 x 120W 
solar panel system, 1500W inverter (£4000), 
Additional 220 amp hr leisure battery with 
additional 54 amp charger (£810)

E&OE
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12

Between the caravan door and the 
TecTower is a corner unit with a stack 
comprising glass cupboard, open shelf with 
shallow lockable cabinet (for the control panel 
and Alde heater controls), another glass-
fronted cupboard below and finally, a big 
curved pullout unit. This stack alone provides 
loads of storage space, but storage is not an 
issue in this mammoth motorhome.

There’s a similar L-shaped hob and sink 
arrangement opposite a TecTower in the 

Concorde, though this one lacked the mirror 
finish. Built-in coffee machines are the ‘new 
black’ in German motorhome fashion and 
the Concorde follows the trend. Corian-style 
worktop and sink unit of a speckled cream 
didn’t work colour-wise, for me, but it’s all 
very practical with a single sink with white 
chopping board cover inset. Why couldn’t the 
board be colour-matched?

Attention cooks! The sink has one of 
those extendable chromium taps for rinsing 

11 The washroom lacked for nothing, 
including a SOG-equipped toilet

12 Corasan shower tray and support column 
help make showering a pleasurable experience
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HEAD-TO-HEAD DATA                            CONCORDE CHARISMA 840L

Head-to-head test
▲

veg and mucky plates. Deep drawers pull 
right out, are very commodious, and self-close 
for the last few inches. Getting provisions put 
away won’t be tedious. While the Concorde 
hasn’t the style of the Carthago, it’s a very 
pleasant place to work, though again, I’d 
have liked a bit more worktop. Like the 
Carthago, between the caravan door and 
TecTower is a glass-fronted drinking glass 
cabinet: here, it’s highlighted by strips of 
blue LED pin-lights. 

BATHING SPACE
Let’s first tackle the Carthago’s offside, almost 
circular, wood-lined, washroom. Corasan 
moulded basin and shelves mark it out 
immediately as a ‘high-ender’ - it certainly has 
the wow factor. It’s got everything you might 
need in the way of hooks, towel holder and 
cabinets for storing essentials, with even a loo 
brush and holder. The list goes on: two mirrors 
(including a full length one on the door), vanity 
strip-lights, plenty of fiddle-railed shelves 

and even two toothbrush beakers. Many 
washrooms are poorly lit, but not this one; it’s 
like Las Vegas in here.

The Carthago’s shower compartment 
is across the passageway. It’s a good size, 
with enough light and convenient shelves for 
toiletries. It’s also tasty-looking, as it employs 
more of the Corasan for the shower tray and 
support column for the shower riser, but was 
let down somewhat by the clever-but-flimsy 
double-tracked door. 

In the Concorde the washroom/shower area 
is, unambiguously, more open-plan, though it 
can still be sectioned off by sliding doors that 
help create a spacious dressing room. A huge 
basin with a pullout showerhead-style tap 
has an easily accessed, curved double-door 
cupboard beneath, with real clobber-eating 
talent. Pullout towel rails either side and two 
mirrored cabinets above, plus a large wardrobe 
alongside, complete this side of the washroom. 

13 A large basin, and well-engineered plumbing and 
cupboard fixings help make a washroom fit for a star

14 Generous shower cubicle has a 
useful rail for draining wet weather gear 

PRICE
■  From: £100,000 (price dependant upon 

Euro/Sterling exchange rate)
■ As tested: £128,957 OTR.

BASICS (*manufacturer’s figures)
■ Berths: 4
■ Three-point belted seats:  4 (including driver)
■  Warranty: 2 years base vehicle, 2 years 

conversion, 5 years water ingress
■ Badged as NCC EN1646 compliant: No 
■  Construction: Alloy and GRP clad (inner 

and outer-skins) sandwich construction 
A-class coachbuilt with double floor

■ Length: 8.48m (27ft 10in)*
■ Width: 2.38m (7ft 9.5in)*
■ Height: 3.29m (10ft 9.5in)*
■ Wheelbase: 4.75m (15ft 7in)*
■ Rear overhang: 2.80m (9ft 2in)
■ Maximum authorised weight: *6700kg
■ Payload: *1500kg (estimated)

THE VEHICLE
■  Chassis: Right-hand drive Iveco Daily 65 C 

18 chassis cowl
■ Engine: 3.0-litre turbo-diesel producing 177bhp
■  Transmission: Iveco Agile auto-changing 

six-speed gearbox, rear-wheel drive
■ Brakes: Servo assisted discs all round
■  Suspension: Front: Independent. Rear: 

Rigid axle with air suspension and level-lift
■  Features: ABS, differential lock, ASR, 

EBD, cruise control, cab air-conditioning, 
electronic immobiliser, electrically operated 
coach-style mirrors, swivelling cab seats, 
electrically operated sun/night shutters, 
radio/CD player, reversing camera, towbar

INSIDE 
■  Layout: Drop-down A-class bed, swivelling 

cab seats, nearside inward-facing settee, 
swivelling captain’s seat behind bar-style 
extendable table opposite, amidships split 
kitchen, open-plan split washroom with 
nearside wardrobe and vanity basin, shower 
cubicle and toilet opposite, rear bedroom 
with two longitudinal single beds

■  Insulation: Floors 42mm, walls 42/45mm, 
roof 42mm

■ Interior height: 2.00m (6ft 6.5in)

KITCHEN
■  Sink: Square bowl moulded into composite 

worktop, chromed swivelling mixer tap
■  Cooker: Three-burner hob with spark 

ignition, Dometic oven/grill as part of 
TecTower 

■  Fridge: Dometic RMT 7855L fridge/freezer 
as part of TecTower. Capacity 175 litres

WASHROOM
■  Toilet: Thetford swivel-bowl electric-flush 

cassette
■  Basin: White elliptical GRP bowl and wash 

stand, with chromed swivelling mixer tap, mirror 
doors on cabinet above, cupboard below

■  Shower: White quadrant-shaped cubicle 
with curved translucent doors, GRP tray, 
chromed mixer tap, flexible hose, shower 
head, riser

BEDS
Rear singles (two)
■ Length: 2.00m (6ft 7in)
■ Width: 850mm max. (2ft 9.5in)
A-class double
■ Length: 2.00m (6ft 7in)
■ Width: 1.32m (4ft 4in)

EQUIPMENT 
■  Fresh water tank: Inboard 250 litres 

(55 gallons)
■ Waste water: Inboard 250 litres (55 gallons)
■  Space and Water heater: Alde Compact 

3010 boiler with wet radiator central 
heating, gas-mains operation

■ Leisure battery: 150 amp hr
■ Gas: 2 x 11kg cylinders
■  Lighting: 12V: Halogen spots: Two in cab, 

fourteen in lounge/diner, one inside doorway, 
five in kitchen, twelve in rear bedroom, six 
in washroom. Filament lamps: One outside 
over doorway, one over front drop-down 
bed, two in garage. LEDs: Blue pin-lights on 
strips in display cabinets, concealed amber 
ropelight around lounge ceiling

■  Sockets: 230V: Seven (two in kitchen, 
one in lounge, one in washroom, three 
in rear bedroom)

■ 12V: One (in rear bedroom)

OPTIONAL EXTRAS
Fitted to test vehicle (No prices available at 
time of testing) 
■  Base: Right-hand drive, chassis upgraded 

to 6700kg MAW, air suspension to rear axle, 
differential lock, Agile automated six-speed 
manual gearbox, towbar, wheel trims, luxury 
headlamp set

■  Conversion: Aluminium roof rails, rear 
ladder, wood-effect dashboard trim, 
electrically-operated awning, panoramic 
rooflight above rear bed, pull-down A-class 
bed, Corisan work surfaces, and coffee 
machine, fridge upgrade, Truma Saphir 
Comfort 2400W air-conditioning system 
fitted in double floor, upgraded reversing 
camera and monitor, satellite TV system, 
retractable 20-inch flat screen TV, outside 
shower in garage, 

Other options 
■  Base: 170-litre fuel tank, steady jacks with 

automatic levelling
■  Conversion: Choice of upholstery including 

leather, lounge with side couch and table in 
lieu of ‘bar’ suite and swivel seat, microwave, 
dishwasher, larger fresh and waste water 
tanks, 2 x 120W solar panel system, 1500W 
inverter, additional 150amp hr leisure battery 
with additional 45 amp charger

 
E&OE
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On the offside is a generous corner shower 
with curved Perspex-type sliding doors and 
various shelves. An overhead rail for hanging 
wet coats is a useful addition. A swivel-bowl 
Thetford toilet is situated alongside. Once again, 
while I was not enamoured of the colours, the 
build quality and ergonomics were excellent.

BED TIME 
A big (asymmetric) comfortable queen-sized 
bed occupies the rear of the Carthago. It’s tall, 
but a step on either side aids access and there 
are plenty of bedside shelves. Two of the three 
overhead lockers could only be reached by 
climbing on the bed, but there’s plenty of easily 
reached floor-mounted cupboard space too. 

Windows on either side, plus an opening 
rooflight, provide daytime illumination, with 
after dark catered for with good general 
lighting; this includes individual reading 
lights for the inhabitants of the bed. There’s 
no struggling to lower the A-class bed into 
the cab. Push a button, there’s a whirr and it 
arrives; after, of course, you’ve lowered the 
backs of the two cab seats.

Concorde’s stateroom differs from the 
Carthago in that you step up to two longitudinal 
singles in the rear, rather than a double. Lifting 
the step’s top reveals useful storage beneath. 
While the Carthago has two wardrobes the 
Concorde has, but one. However, it has extra 
overhead storage lockers and a stack consisting 
of fiddled-railed open shelves, a drawer and a 
mirrored cabinet between the beds. 

The Concorde beds felt appreciably more 
comfortable than the Carthago’s (though I 
couldn’t work out why) and I much preferred the 
feel of its bedroom, as it wasn’t dominated by the 
tall queen bed of the Carthago. An infill mattress 
is offered as a Concorde option if you fancy a 
romping great double instead of the two singles.

You’ll have to use muscle power to drop the 
Concorde A-class overcab double; there’s no 
easy button to push. Folk who like to read for 
a while before settling down are generally well 
catered for with plenty of lights in both ‘vans. 

Only the A-class bed in the Concorde has 
just one light to argue about.

STOREROOM 
Both garages at the rear of these ‘vans will 
carry a couple of cycles or a motorbike, with 
space left over for outside chairs tables and 
oodles of other kit. Further forward are large 
underfloor storage areas, which can also be 
accessed from the interior. 

It’s difficult to compare sizes of garage as 
both are irregular shapes, but I’d have said they 
looked about equal. Both are equipped with 
lighting, a shower hose and tough chequer-plate 
floor. Concorde’s rear was to be adorned with a 
ladder, and already had a towbar in situ. 

When we come to wardrobes, the Carthago 
has two unevenly sized examples, which might 
cause some heated discussion. So, his is the 
small one, OK? There aren’t many overhead 
lockers here though. The Concorde makes up 
for its lack of a second wardrobe by having 
more overhead lockers. You pays your money...
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15 The queen bed is a desirable feature 

16 The A-class bed has a powered mechanism. 
Just push a button and down she comes

17 Massive garage - with access from both sides - 
will accept a scooter or bikes and lots more

18 Flat screen TV vanished into the upholstery - 
you’d never guess it was there

CARTHAGO M-LINER 67 LRQ
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 VEHICLES LOANED FOR 
 EVALUATION BY:
■    Carthago M-Liner 67 LRQ

Lowdham Leisureworld, 
Lowdham Road, Gunthorpe, Notts 
NG14 7ES (tel: 08456 349411; 
web site: www.lowdhams.com)

■  Concorde Charisma 840 L 
Travelworld RV, Halesfield 14, 
Telford, Shropshire TF7 4QR 
(tel: 0845 230 5033; 
web site: www.usrv.co.uk)

THANKS TO:
■  Stanmore Hall Touring Park, 

Stourbridge Road, Bridgnorth 
WV15 6DT (tel: 01746 761761)
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Head-to-head test

LIFE SUPPORT
Neat tricks, such as powered sun visors and 
cab windscreen night blinds (which lower at 
the touch of button in the Carthago), should 
all contribute to owner satisfaction. The 
Concorde makes do with partially lowering the 
windscreen’s night shutter to combat low sun 
angles. Both test vehicles benefit from an Alde 
radiator central heating system, utilising either 
LPG or 230V, or both, to keep the ‘van cosy in 
winter and supply hot water. Flexibly, there are 
two circulating pumps for the system, a 230V 
and a 12V, cater for all circumstances. 

Both cabs have air-conditioning and cruise 
control, but the Concorde had the addition of 
Truma air-conditioning in the caravan body. It’s 
available in the Carthago, starting at £1810. 
A suitable location for a TV was lacking in 
the rear bedroom of the Carthago and there 
were no sockets there either. However, the 
Concorde has both these assets. There’s a 
position for a flat-screen TV against the shower 
room wall, where there are already aerial and 
power sockets installed. The Carthago had 
a chemical-free SOG-equipped toilet and 
both have spare toilet cassettes, though the 
Carthago’s comes with invaluable wheels. 

CONCLUSION
I found this a really difficult one to call. Both 
are very well fitted out, desirable motorhomes. 

I preferred the two singles in the Concorde to 
the queen bed in the Carthago. I really liked the 
colour scheme in the Carthago and the leather 
seating, but the Concorde’s so well screwed 
together. You could almost say over-engineered, 
but surely that’s not a fault. The Carthago looked 
better on the outside, the silver sides making it 
look more of a high quality vehicle.

For motoring, the right-hand drive and easy 
to use handbrake of the Concorde scored lots 
of points. I’m sure the Carthago’s handbrake 
would be sorted out and if you’re going to 
spend most of your time abroad, you might 
as well opt for left-hand drive on either. It’s a 
close-run thing, but I’d go for the Concorde in 
cheaper left-hand drive form. The open-plan 
washroom just tipped the balance, but only if I 
could change the colour scheme!

19 Two single beds are exceptionally comfortable 
with lights in the right places and shelves 

for your morning cuppa

20 Here, muscle power is used to lower the A-class bed

21 Loads of room in the garage for all your kit 

22 Push a button, and a wooden flap opens to reveal 
a flat screen TV, rising majestically beside the table
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CONCORDE CHARISMA 840L
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