Voyage
the voice of Southdowns Motorhome Centre

Get to grips
with the digital
revolution

We are now offering some great Dometic products,
including the fantastic new premium awnings. This
range comes without support struts, leaving you free
to use all the space alongside your motorhome and
completely does away with all the awkward, timeconsuming set-up of conventional awnings. Even
better is the electric version with remote control and
wind sensor – it opens in seconds and automatically
folds away in strong winds.

Accessories & Leisure
online

www.southdownsmotorcaravans.com

TV is going digital. This means that
to keep all your favourite channels,
you may need to upgrade your
equipment.

Another innovation for 2011 is the Freshlight, which
combines a rooflight and a high performance air
conditioning unit, letting natural light into your
motorhome while providing a comfortable airconditioned environment in hot weather.
Why not check out the new range online at
www.dometic.com. Southdowns now offers great
prices, great installations and a great deal more on
all Dometic products.
Contact us for details.

Gone are the days when you could just plug in a
portable and pick up a signal anywhere you decided to
stop for the night. Some areas have already gone
digital, so without the right equipment you could lose
some or all your TV channels. And in the more remote
parts of the UK – always favourite with motorhomers –
you won’t be able to watch TV using a terrestrial aerial.
The most important thing is to make sure you have the
right equipment for the places you want to go and
there are lots of different options, prices and services to
choose from. If all this sounds complicated – don’t
despair. Southdowns is here to help you get to grips
with the digital revolution.
Our TV specialist Carl Smith has extensive experience of
fitting audio visual equipment in motorhomes and
understands that some customers find TV installations
daunting and need more help than others.
Contact Carl at the Southdowns
Motorhome Centre for advice on
finding the best system for you and
your family. We supply a great
range of digital systems,
including Maxview and
Oyster, our two preferred
options for Satellite TV.
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One stop
Web shop

Make the switch Be Gas
safe this
spring

Following last year’s launch of the
new approved dealer scheme,
Southdowns is now the leading
Approved Dometic Motorhome
Centre for the South of England.
This guarantees customers the peace of mind that
their installation will be carried out by trained
technicians. And if you buy Dometic products from
us, they come with a three-year warranty rather than
the standard two year service contract.

Make gas safety
your priority

With the freezing weather over –
we hope – it will soon be time to
get your motorhome back on the
road. Don’t forget that as well as
regular servicing and habitation
checks, your gas system must be
inspected every two years to
ensure it is safe to use. Gas
installations must be carried out
by a competent technician and if
you have made any changes to
your system it must be checked
before using your motorhome.
However, if you rent out a
motorhome, do note that
different rules apply.
Southdowns now has three
externally trained gas engineers
available to carry out gas safety
checks on your motorhome. We

No fuss
finance

have lots of experience in
fitting new cookers, boilers and
heaters as well as fitting
refillable gas systems.
We love the Gaslow refillable
system, so why not give it a try
with one cylinder. You can use
your standard gas bottle
alongside it and if you like it,
it’s easy to add a second
refillable cylinder at any time. It
needs no installation, can be
refilled at any Autogas petrol
station and has an automatic
shut-off to prevent overfilling.
Best of all, when you decide to
change your motorhome you
can simply take the Gaslow
system with you.

10

YEAR
FINANCE

Despite the impression that banks are not lending money, we
have plenty of funding available for your motorhome purchase.
Buy your vehicle over one year or ten with our comprehensive
range of options from Black Horse Finance. Interest rates are
fixed and there are no hidden extras in the small print.
Motorhome finance is simple to arrange so speak to our finance
specialist on 02392 706286 and you could drive away today!

Since the launch of our online shop in
2010, orders have continued to increase
and new lines are being added on a
regular basis in response to customer
demand. Go to our website at:
www.southdownsmotorcaravans.co.uk
for great deals on all our products from
Fiamma, Dometic, Waeco, Gaslow,
Royal, Elecsol, Oyster, Whale, W4,
Sureflow, Cadac, Thetford and Omnistor.
We aim that the majority of your orders
will be processed direct from or
suppliers, to speed up delivery times and
keep prices low.

And if you already own a motorhome,
check out our online shop for all your
accessories and spares. It doesn’t get
much easier than that.

✆02392 674822

We want your motorhome
Help us find high quality pre-owned vehicles
Do you have a large European motorhome or tag axle garage motorhome to sell? Due to continued successful sales throughout
the year, we urgently need to replenish our stock of pre-owned motorhomes. We will pay top prices and regularly travel
nationwide to select our stock. We can also settle finance and have cash waiting for your quality motorhome.

Painter Close, Anchorage Road,
Anchorage Park, Portsmouth, Hants PO3 5UH
info@southdownsmotorcaravans.co.uk
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Burstner wins
top award

At Southdowns, we make it simple to
find and buy the right motorhome for
you and your family. Our website at
www.southdownsmotorcaravans.co.uk
is the perfect place to start.
You can research vehicles by looking
through our comprehensive vehicle
stock lists, updated daily and giving you
detailed specifications of all the vehicles
we have on site and those we supply
direct from the factory. Before you pay
us a visit you can look at dimensions,
floor plans and photos and download
a printable, A4 spec sheet.

Order now online!

Burstner is Which Motorhome’s van of the year
The Burstner Ixeo Time IT 585 took
the top award at the 2011 Which
Motorhome Awards – now in their
sixth year - held in Oakham in
December. This popular model was
named overall Motorhome of the
Year, as well as Compact Coachbuilt
of the Year.
The judges were looking for
innovation, practicality and value for
money and considered the Burstner
a clear winner. The Ixeo Time IT 585
won particular praise for its cleverly
designed interior, L-shaped layout
and easy-to-access pull down bed,
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which gave it the edge “over other
compact motorhomes”.
With their usual style and innovative
approach, Bürstner have incorporated
both a comfortable lounge and
space to sleep four people into a
vehicle that measures less than six
metres in length. And just to add
icing to the cake it includes one of
the most spacious kitchens in any
motorhome!!
If you want even more room
check out the Ixeo it 645
and the A-Class
Aviano i 645.

For more information go to
www.southdownsmotorcaravans.co.uk
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New ideas
from Dometic
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Southdowns
News

Enthusiasm undimmed
for British motorhomes

Setting the benchmark
in motorhome standards

Laika is as good as it gets

It’s
Showtime
folks!

Meet our staff
Sales Specialist
Former car
salesman Rod
Freeman is the
newest recruit to
the Southdowns’
sales team.
Looking for a
Rod Freeman new challenge,
Rod is enjoying
the opportunity to get to know his
customers, find them the motorhome
they really want and sell a product he
believes in.

Workshop
Manager
With over four
years service in the
Southdowns
workshop as our
Auto-Electrician
and Commercial
Vehicle Technician,
Andy Bottle
Andy Bottle has
recently been promoted to Workshop
Manager. He’ll be looking after you
and your van the next time you’re
booked in.

Retail
Assistant
With a technical
background that
ranges from
agricultural and
marine
engineering to
converting his
Mike Hillary
own motorhome,
Mike Hillary is well-equipped to advise
customers on those strange woggles
and widgets so vital to any successful
camping trip.

Start of a new chapter
for Southdowns Motorhome Centre
Southdowns Motorhome
Centre announced in
January that Company
Founder and Managing
Director Michael Ayling is
withdrawing from day-today management of the
business. Michael will
retain involvement in the
company in a strategic role
and will remain on the
Board of Directors.
Michael Ayling established
Southdowns
Motorcaravans in 1999
and has forged a thriving
business which has
continued to develop and
expand, despite the
recessional economic
climate of recent years.
Having spent almost 30
years in the army, his
interest in classic cars led
Michael to start Fernhurst

Motor Company with a
business partner and then
to set up Portfield Sports
and Classic Cars in the
early 1990s. After a brief
spell as Sales Director of
AC Cars he spotted an
opportunity to develop a
business out of a lifelong
love affair with
motorhomes. In 2004
Michael’s sons Andrew
and Russell joined the
business and Michael is
confident that he is
leaving his business in safe
hands.
Commenting on his
decision to stand down as
Managing Director,
Michael says:
“My key role as MD has
been in building contacts
and relationships with
both customers and with

the manufacturers who
supply our vehicles. One
of the advantages of
running a small business is
that I have had a lot of
customer contact and I
will miss that. But having
worked with my two sons
for more than five years, I
am now happy to leave
the day-to-day aspects of
the business to them.
“I have just bought a
Concorde motorhome and I
am now keen to spend
more time with my five
grandchildren and enjoy
the lifestyle I have spent
the last decade selling to
our customers.”
Michael’s son Andrew has
been appointed General
Manager, while Russell
Ayling remains Operations
Manager.

Concorde

Cruiser
Daily
Concorde’s premium
coachbuilt Cruiser is
now available on
the agile Iveco Daily
chassis
Concorde’s premium coachbuilt
Cruiser is now available on the
agile Iveco Daily chassis, combining
affordability with the luxurious
finish that our customers have
learnt to expect from these top-ofthe range motorhomes.
The Cruiser Daily is available in six
different interior layouts and comes
with a choice of two styles of rear
bed. Both functional and stylish,
this new model is available from
Southdowns early in 2011.

Great

New

Deals this Concorde
spring
layouts
We have never-to-berepeated deals available
on our last few remaining
2010 model Credos
motorhomes. Last year’s
models at last year’s
prices. Contact us today
for details.

Concorde has introduced
new layouts for 2011
Concorde has introduced new layouts for
2011, with rear lounge and bunk bed
models coming to Southdowns in the
spring. Concorde knows that interior
design is pivotal when buying a
motorhome, as the layout must exactly suit
your needs. Are there enough seats and
beds? What is the seating layout? Are all
the fixtures and fittings conveniently
positioned?
By listening to your feedback, Concorde
has reviewed the layouts of all its models
to offer greater choice and provide those
little extras that bring our customers back
to this luxury motorhome brand again and
again. The 2011 Concorde Liner has also
been given a revised front and an
enhanced interior.

Swift

Bessacarr

Laika

The great
Get to know
British Escape Bessacarr

UK re-launch
for Laika

At Southdowns we’re
delighted that enthusiasm for
the ‘staycation’ shows no sign
of tailing off in 2011 – we’ve
been enjoying them for years.

New to Southdowns since the
latter part of 2010 is the
Bessacarr range of motorhomes
from Swift, the UK’s leading
motorhome manufacturer.

We think Laika make some of the best
looking and most highly-engineered
motorhomes on the market.

Recent increases in the value of the Euro and the
frenzy of patriotism brought on by the prospect of
a Royal Wedding, are making UK holidays even
more appealing. So if you’re looking for a
motorhome this year, why not check out the
Escape from Swift.

Bessacarr offer four luxurious motorhome ranges.
The E400 Series provides the ideal entry point to a
range of motorhomes designed for the discerning
motorhome enthusiast.

Made in the UK, these popular, entry level vans
are realistically priced to deliver outstanding
value for money. We love the Escape and we
know you do too. Ranging from 4 – 6 berths,
interiors are comfortable, well-equipped and
provide plenty of storage.
More stock is on its way so why not drop in and
buy British!

The exceptionally stylish low profile E500 Series is
designed for couples and the E600 Series comes with
a choice of fuel saving, low-line models with
panoramic opening ‘Skyview’ roof window or a highline luton over cab model.
At the top of the range is the E700 Series which is
also available in a stunning low-line profile in
addition to a high-line option.

For quality of construction, clever design concepts and careful
detailing, Laika is as good as it gets. Sadly, you don’t seem to
agree with us and recent sales figures have been
disappointing.
At Southdowns we genuinely believe that Laika have a great
product and we are confident that our customers will come
round to our way of thinking. So we are remaining faithful to
the brand and will continue to support our small but loyal
group of Laika customers who come back to us year after
year for sales and service.
We are delighted to hear that Laika are re-launching the
brand in the UK later this year. The Italian manufacturer will
be taking part in the 2011 NCC Motorhome and Caravanning
show in Birmingham in October and we look forward to the
new 5009 and 5010 models. These motorhomes were among
the best we saw at this year’s European trade shows and will
complement the 5001 that we currently have in stock.
For more information, contact us on: 02392 674820

This year Southdowns
will be putting in an
appearance at more
motorhome shows around
the country than ever before.
They are a great opportunity to get out and
meet our customers and to get on the road in
some of our favourite vans. From February
until October you can find us at these events:
• The Boat & Caravan Show,
NEC Birmingham 22-27 February
• South Coast Caravan & Motorhome
Show Broadlands Romsey 8-10 April
• The National Motorhome Show,
Peterborough 15 -17 April
• The Southern Motorhome Show,
Newbury 20 - 22 May
• International Caravan Salon, Dusseldorf
Germany, 27 August - 4 September
• The NCC Motorhome & Caravan Show,
The NEC Birmingham, 11 - 16 October
Our sales team will be waiting to show you
round a selection of our new and used
motorhomes - bring yours along and we will
give you a part-exchange valuation. We love
the summer shows but we’re always rushed off
our feet, so if you come and see us bring us a
coffee - it’s always great to see a friendly face!

